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Foreword

The theme for the 2014 Florida College Lectureship is “Lessons 
From the Kings of Israel and Judah. This series of lessons deals 
with the ancient leaders of God’s people and how they contributed 
to the successes and failures of ancient Israel. 

One of the great blessings that come from studying the stories 
and characters of the Old Testament is how we can be instructed 
and warned from those examples. “Now these things happened 
to them as an example, and they were written for our instruction, 
upon whom the ends of the ages have come” (1 Cor. 10:11). “For 
whatever was written in earlier times was written for our instruc-
tion, that through perseverance and the encouragement of the 
Scriptures we might have hope” (Rom. 15:4). Perhaps the greatest 
blessing of all is the messianic hope that fills the pages of the Old 
Testament scriptures. By studying the kings of Israel and Judah we 
will be reminded once again that Jesus Christ is “King of kings and 
Lord of lords.”

I am happy to commend to you these great lessons. May they 
remind us of our responsibilities as citizens and leaders in God’s 
kingdom. May they thrill us as we reflect on our great King and 
the hope he gives us. And may they strengthen and motivate us as 
we live for him!

H. E. “Buddy” Payne
President
Florida College
Temple Terrace, Florida 
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Preface

The annual Florida College Lectureship series for 2014 focuses 
on the theme, “Lessons From the Kings of Israel and Judah.” The 
apostle Paul wrote in Romans 15:4, “For whatever was written in 
earlier times was written for our instruction, that through perse-
verance and the encouragement of the Scriptures, we might have 
hope.” This series of studies deals with the successes and failures 
of ancient Israel as well as their causes. 

The morning lectures are arranged each day to deal with the 
united monarchy, the kings of Israel, and the kings of Judah. The 
evening lectures look at the messianic implications of the king-
ship and wonderful hope that we have through Christ our King. 
Each lecture focuses on practical lessons for today, highlighting 
principles of character and leadership for those who lead God’s 
people.

We express our gratitude to those whose work appears in this 
book. They have given generously of themselves, their talents, and 
their time so that we can reap the benefits of their labor.

A number of good people have worked hard to make this lec-
tureship program possible. I especially wish thank to my good 
friends and colleagues in the Biblical Studies department—Colly 
Caldwell, Tom Hamilton, Jason Longstreth, David McClister, 
Ray Madrigal, Doy Moyer, Tommy Peeler, and Nathan Ward—
for their contributions to the development of this program. I am 
honored to count each of them as my fellow workers and brothers, 
and am indebted to them as always for their part in this annual 
project. Special thanks to Nathan Ward, director of the Florida 
College Press, for his work in the preparation of this volume for 
publication. 
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May these studies bless all who read them, and may they be 
used to the furthering of the cause of Christ and the glory of God.

Daniel W. Petty
Academic Dean 
Chairman, Biblical Studies
Florida College
Temple Terrace, Florida

x	 	 Preface
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Part One

The Evening Lectures
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My Servant David Will Be Their 
King Over Them

Rickie Jenkins

Let’s not kid ourselves. Ezekiel is a challenging book to study, but 
that is a poor reason for neglecting this marvelous prophet of God. 
If we took that approach to other books in the Bible we would be 
spiritually starved. So let’s admit it, we are challenged by God’s 
word. We may never understand every nuance in Ezekiel, but we 
can appreciate his work and be lifted to see our King. At the end of 
our work we want people to see the King who is also our Shepherd. 
Further, Ezekiel’s name tells us something about him. His name 
means, “God will strengthen” or “God strengthens.” God uses Eze-
kiel to strengthen and unite a fractured people. God gave him that 
strength (2:3–5, 3:7–11). His work was to help awaken a rebellious 
people. It took a strong man like Ezekiel to prophesy. They needed 
what he had. His was a call of repentance and hope.

History
The people of God were divided in the time of Rehoboam. Is-

rael had been destroyed by Assyria because of her idolatry. Now 
prophets like Jeremiah, Daniel, and Ezekiel were trying to turn Ju-
dah from the same judgment. Yet Judah pursued idols and because 
of her rebellion God raised up Nebuchadnezzar to destroy Jeru-
salem and the temple (Jer. 25:9–11). Nebuchadnezzar first began 
his assault in 605 b.c. Among the first captives taken were Daniel 
and his three friends. A second group was taken captive in 597 
b.c.; Ezekiel was among 10,000 other Jews who were in this group. 
Eleven years later another group was taken captive but Jeremiah 

3
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remained in Jerusalem to rouse the survivors. Daniel worked in 
the palace of Nebuchadnezzar. Ezekiel worked among the people. 
Ezekiel spoke of the doom that would befall Judah, but he did not 
stop there. He looked to the future and offered hope (chs. 33–48). 
Robert Harkrider observed, “Ezekiel assures them God cares. He 
will bring Israel and Judah back to the land as one nation and will 
defend His covenant people against all who are evil and attempt 
to thwart His purposes. God’s plan of redemption was to be filled 
through the seed of Abraham and He kept that promise.” God 
warns and speaks straight and firm, but he always offers man hope. 
He does not want any to perish. He wants all to be saved (2 Pet. 3:9). 
The message of hope is often muted by the message of doom. But 
we must see the hope Ezekiel holds out for those who will repent 
and turn to God.

Ezekiel shared in their suffering. When he spoke about sin, he 
knew what he was talking about. He shared in its consequences. 
When he cried, his tears were real. He shared in their shame. God 
wanted Ezekiel to know what suffering and isolation felt like, so 
he had him lay on his side, imprisoned in his house for more than 
a year (Ezek. 4). The people needed to know Ezekiel felt what they 
felt. In his grace God chose to speak to the people through a man 
who understood them. They would therefore receive his message 
more easily.

Our Text
Ezekiel 37 is best known for the “valley of dry bones.” “Can 

these bones live again?” (v. 3). From the human point of view, “No.” 
But, God could make them alive. Ezekiel was to prophesy over 
these bones. Amazingly, as Ezekiel begins to preach he hears the 
bones begin to rattle and the bones came together (v. 7). “Flesh and 
skin appear” but there is no breath in them (vs. 8). Ezekiel calls 
on the wind and when the wind begins to blow a great number 
of corpses begin to rise to their feet alive (vv. 9–10). The people 
express their hopelessness: “Our bones are dried; our hope is lost; 
we feel cut off” (v. 11). Their bones, those of both Israel and Judah, 
are scattered throughout Babylon. Ezekiel was to prophesy that 
their graves would be open (vv. 13–14). This national resurrection 
strengthened Judah’s faith in the Lord who had spoken and per-
formed it. “Son of man, can these bones live?” The answer is, “Yes!”

4	 	 Rickie Jenkins
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Then, Ezekiel was to take two sticks and write on them—one 
stick for Israel and Judah, another for Joseph and Ephraim (v. 16). 
Ezekiel then joined these two sticks end to end so that they became 
as one. When asked what this meant, Ezekiel was to explain that 
this was the Lord working to unite the divided nation (vv. 18–22). 
The Lord had not forgotten them. He promised to gather them 
from the heathen nations and bring them to their own land. There 
they would serve one king as one nation. None would be forgotten. 
God would keep his word. 

Ezekiel then begins to describe a great spiritual fulfillment 
which will come to pass under the Messiah (vv. 24–28). The nation 
will have David as their king and shepherd. The nation would be 
united and dwell forever in the land in which their fathers dwelt, 
and God would make them an everlasting covenant of peace. They 
would have eternal fellowship with God. Hallelujah! God always 
offers hope. Desperate conditions can be conquered by God’s de-
termined purpose.

David as King
David was the greatest king Israel ever had. He was an unlikely 

king, the youngest son of Jesse. All other sons looked like a king, 
not David. We cannot overemphasize his place in the history of 
God’s people. There was no other king like him.

The people had rejected God and cried for a king. God gave 
them Saul as that king. When he died, Israel was in shambles; but 
David was able to unite the northern and southern factions into 
one whole nation. Under David, Israel dominated the region. Is-
rael defeated their adversaries and David’s empire was immense. 
It stretched from the River of Egypt as far as the great river, the 
River Euphrates (cf. Gen. 15:18). Jerusalem was also established as 
a center of politics and culture. Jerusalem was the city where God 
had recorded his name and now was the permanent home for the 
Ark. David’s success was possible because “the Lord helped David 
wherever he went” (1 Chron. 18:13). 

God made a covenant with David, which stands as one of the 
most outstanding elements of his life and reign (2 Sam. 7:1–17; 1 
Chron. 17; Ps. 89). David recognized that he lived in a house of 
cedar and thought it inappropriate that God dwelt in tents. He 
proposed to Nathan that he would build a permanent house for 
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God. Because David was a man of blood, God would not let him 
build that house. Solomon, David’s son, would build that house. 
Then, God promised David that he would build a house for him. 
That house would be an everlasting dynasty. God would raise up 
David’s seed to rule over the kingdom. God would be his Father; he 
would be God’s son (vv. 13, 16). Through David, God’s eternal pur-
pose to rule over man would be accomplished. This accomplish-
ment would come through his anointed. As son of God, the king 
would be co-regent with God, administrating his kingdom-rule in 
the earth (Ps. 2).

There are a few bright spots in David’s lineage: Asa, Hezekiah, 
and Josiah. But for the most part David’s lineage becomes one big 
mess—intrigue after intrigue, disappointment after disappoint-
ment, failure upon failure (2 Kings 15:11; 18:3; 22:2). How could 
something that began with such promise end in such disaster? Is 
this the destiny of God’s promise to David? Ezekiel captures the 
feeling of the captives: “Our bones are dried up, and our hope has 
perished. We are completely cut off” (37:11). This was definitely a 
dark day for Judah. The glory of God had departed from his holy 
city (10:18).

They thought this was the end. God has given up on us; so we 
will give up on God. As a result they became more and more like 
those around them. It even affected their worship. The Lord asked 
the captives, “Will you defile yourselves after the manner of your 
fathers and play the harlot after their detestable things… What 
comes into your mind will not come about, when you say: ‘We 
will be like the nations, like the tribes of the lands, serving wood 
and stone’” (Ezek. 20:30). They adopted the speech, modes of dress, 
business practices, and morality of the culture around them. Fur-
thermore, some had also become very comfortable. Due to their 
success they began to like Babylon and had no interest in starting 
all over again with the difficulties in the shambles of Judea.

Israel and Judah are an example of what sin will do to a people 
and a nation. But they also provide a marvelous opportunity to see 
that God never forgets his people. They allow us to see that God 
keeps his promises. They allow us to see more clearly God’s mar-
velous grace. For all those who gave up on God, there were some 
who did not give up hope. They were still confident that God would 
remember his promise to David. The words of Moses were ring-

6	 	 Rickie Jenkins
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ing in their ears (Deut. 30). In spite of their condition, they were 
confident that if they returned to the Lord he would deliver them. 
History was on their side. God brought their fathers out of Egypt. 
Jeremiah and Ezekiel kept the hope alive by reminding them of the 
faithful character of God and that he always kept his word. There-
fore, no matter the circumstances they would serve him, even in 
a strange land. 

This helps us see why Ezekiel’s message of hope is important:

David My servant shall be king over them, and they shall all have one 
Shepherd; they shall also walk in My judgments and observe My stat-
utes, and do them. Then they shall dwell in the land that I have given 
to Jacob My servant, where your fathers dwelt; and they shall dwell 
there, they, their children, and their children’s children, forever; and 
My servant David shall be their prince forever. Moreover I will make 
a covenant of peace with them, and it shall be an everlasting covenant 
with them; I will establish them and multiply them, and I will set My 
sanctuary in their midst forevermore. My tabernacle also shall be 
with them; indeed I will be their God, and they shall be My people. 
The nations also will know that I, the Lord, sanctify Israel, when My 
sanctuary is in their midst forevermore. (Ezek. 37:24–28) 

Who is “My Servant David”?
Why say “David”? He had been dead for 400 years. First, David 

was the best king Israel had. There is no way Ezekiel could describe 
a better king than to say he would be like David. This is like say-
ing a president is like Abraham Lincoln. We know he is dead, but 
now one is a president like him. So when Ezekiel said David would 
be the ruler and shepherd that was the best he could imagine as 
far as shepherd or king. Six hundred years later, with no king on 
the throne, an angel appeared to Mary and said, “Do not be afraid, 
Mary, for you have found favor with God. And behold, you shall 
conceive in your womb and bring forth a Son, and shall call His 
name Jesus. He will great, and will be called the Son of the highest; 
and the Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David. 
And He will reign over the house of Jacob forever and of His king-
dom there will be no end” (Luke 1:30 -33). This new David, a de-
scendant of David, was a greater king than David could have ever 
been. He would represent God. All kings before him were sup-
posed to represent God, but most were poor representatives. Even 
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David, the very best, failed to be God-like. But, when Jesus came he 
could say, “He that has seen Me has seen the Father” (John 16:7–8).

“My Servant David” was to be King-Shepherd. He was to reign 
forever (Ezek. 37:24–28). Ezekiel is pointing to a God-selected in-
dividual who would stand in contrast to the evil shepherds of old. 
He was to be everything they were not. Denny Petrillo said, “This 
is clearly Messianic.” The Messiah is frequently linked to David 
(Jer. 23:5, 6;30:9; Ezek. 37:24, 25; Hos. 3:5; Matt. 1:1; 22:41–46). 
The Messiah linked to David is also called “the Righteous Branch.” 
The Branch terminology refers to Jesus (Isa. 11:1–5; Zech. 6:12, 
13; Rev. 22:16). Jeremiah called this Branch “the Lord our righ-
teousness” (Jer. 23:5–6). Christ’s reign is forever (Ezek. 37:24–
28; Dan. 2:44; Ps. 110:4; Heb. 7:17; Rev. 1:5–6). Jesus referred to 
himself as “the Good Shepherd” (John 10:14). His terminology 
is similar to that of this chapter. He saw himself as the fulfill-
ment of this passage. The text says that God would appoint one 
shepherd. No other single individual would fit this description. 
Micah 5:2–5, an obvious prophecy of Jesus, says, “He will arise 
and shepherd His flock…” (see Matt. 2:6). Zechariah 13:7 reads, 
“Awake, O sword, against My Shepherd.” Jesus applied this Scrip-
ture to himself in Matthew 26:31 and Mark 14:27. Hebrews 13:20 
says, “Now the God of peace…brought up from the dead the great 
Shepherd of the sheep…” The New Testament is plain: the Shep-
herd is Jesus (1 Pet. 5:4) (Petrillo 506–7).

Therefore, Ezekiel speaks of the coming king as the ideal shep-
herd of God’s people (Ezek. 34:23–24). He denounces those shep-
herd-kings who had served their own interests instead of the in-
terests of the people by “feeding themselves,” not the flock (34:2). 
They had ruled with “force and severity” (v. 4), neglected the needy 
among the people (vv. 4–6), and through their incompetence al-
lowed the flock to be scattered and become food for the nations 
(vv. 5–6). God himself would take over the job (vv. 11–24). Under 
his rule the people will enjoy everything they had gone without be-
cause of the neglect of the evil shepherds. In short, he will “care for 
His flock in the day when He is among His scattered sheep” (v. 12).

God is the ruler. He will administer that rule through the 
one Shepherd-King he will set over his sheep, “My servant David” 
(Ezek. 34:23). Though many aspects of shepherding would help a 
king rule effectively, the most important one is genuine concern 
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for the sheep. The coming David will “feed them himself and shep-
herd them” (Ezek. 34:23). As Shepherd-King he rules not for his 
own pleasure or satisfaction but out of concern for those in his 
care. No longer would there be one king over one portion of God’s 
people and another king over the others. There will be one king 
over a united kingdom—as David had been. Under the new David’s 
leadership Israel will enjoy total well-being as God rules according 
to a “covenant of peace” through his Prince, that is, the Prince of 
Peace (Isa. 9:6). The covenant of peace is initiated by God. It is a 
promise of greater and better things to come eternally. Ezekiel re-
peats these ideas, adding the idea of “everlasting” to the covenant, 
the rule of David, and the presence of God among the people in his 
sanctuary (37:24–28).

What Do We Know About Christ as King and Shepherd?
First, Christ is king but different than any other king then 

or today. Christ the king does not and will not sit on an earthly 
throne. He does not have a vast earthly army or ornate palace. In-
stead, Christ is the king who was questioned on the cross whether 
he had any authority or power at all (Luke 23:35–43). Christ is 
no ordinary king. He left his perfect throne in heaven and came 
to live here. He did not come to live as kings lived. Christ Jesus 
lived among sinners. He was subject to temptations. He was put to 
death as Christ the king, our Good Shepherd. Isaiah writes: “He 
[the Sovereign Lord] tends His flock like a shepherd: He gathers 
the lambs in His arms and carries them close to His heart; He gen-
tly leads those that have young”(Isa. 40:11). Jesus Christ the king 
draws all men to him by offering himself. 

Second, Christ the king, the Good Shepherd, searches. Amaz-
ingly, Israel turned away from God, and had to face God’s divine 
wrath. Ezekiel comes to them in exile for their sin. God did not 
forget them. The Lord says, “I Myself will search for My sheep 
and deliver them from all the places where they were scattered 
on a cloudy and dark day” (Ezek. 34:12). The Lord knew his peo-
ple were taken away as captives, but the Lord was going to search 
for them. He would find them. The Israelites were not forsaken. 
They were not forgotten, even though they deserved it. They were 
given a chance to repent. They were given a chance to consider all 
the things that they once had, to consider all the things they gave 
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up due to their sinful pride, and because they cared more about 
themselves than God. 

Humanly speaking this harsh judgment was devastating. Many 
people died. Many people were lost. But there still was a remnant 
that God was going to search out. God describes this time in the 
history of Israel as a time of clouds and darkness, doom and gloom. 
It was a time of despair and frustration for God’s people. For God 
took from them what they didn’t care about anymore, and once the 
blessings of the Promised Land were taken from them, then they 
began to realize what they had lost. Thankfully they had a merciful 
God, a Shepherd, who is also a King who cares for Hhis sheep. “I 
will seek what was lost and bring back what was driven away, bind 
up the broken and strengthen what was sick….” (Ezek. 34:16). “You 
My flock, the flock of My pasture; you are men, and I am your God,” 
says the Lord God” (Ezek. 34:31). The Sovereign Lord was going 
to look for them and find them. Those who were lost were going 
to be found: the strays. Since this is messianic, we see how Jesus 
searches for us, by how God searched for them. 

On our own we are lost. On our own we would never be re-
covered. But we are not on our own! Christ the King is our Good 
Shepherd. He seeks to find us. One time as Jesus was walking into 
Jericho the tax collector Zacchaeus, a short man, climbed up into 
a tree. Jesus noticed him and invited him to come down. Of course 
the rest of the Jewish crowd didn’t like that because Zacchaeus was 
a tax collector. But what was Jesus’ response to these naysayers? 
Jesus answers the objections of the people: “For the Son of Man 
came to seek and to save that what was lost” (Luke 19:10). We are 
like Zacchaeus. We are outcasts, but the Lord Jesus came to seek 
and to save the lost. Christ the King, our Good Shepherd, came to 
bring us as outcasts back into the fold. Now we aren’t lost, we aren’t 
straying, but we are in God’s flock by God’s grace.

Christ leads us like a Shepherd-King. As his sheep we must fol-
low. God’s word must be our first resource, not our last. Dr. Phil, 
Dr. Oz, and Oprah will not lead us to the Promised Land, flowing 
with milk and honey. When Israel lived in harmony with God in 
the Promised Land they no longer had to struggle. They lived in 
houses they did not build and reaped from vineyards they did not 
plant (Josh. 24:13). God abundantly provided for them. They are 
not going to have to be nomads, roaming the countryside. But they 
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are going to be brought back as a group to that Promised Land. But 
more than this, the Lord is also speaking of the future Promised 
Land. The new David does that for his sheep. 

Third, Ezekiel gives God’s people great hope. Remember how 
sad it was for them. How full of gloom and doom these people felt, 
because they had lived in the Promised Land. Now they had noth-
ing. They were slaves. Ezekiel writes, “As a shepherd looks after his 
scattered flock when he is with them, so I will look after my sheep… 
they shall all have one shepherd” (34:12; 37:24). We can see their 
faces begin to light up. Israel knew how a shepherd would go out 
of his way to find that one sheep which was lost. The Lord says, 
“I’m going to do the same thing.” “Then they shall dwell in the land 
that I have given to Jacob My servant, where your fathers dwelt; 
and they shall dwell there, they, their children and their children’s 
children, forever; and My servant David shall be Prince forever” 
(Ezek. 37:25). Not only is he going to search for them, but also the 
Good Shepherd is going to find them. When he finds them he is 
not just going to leave them there. He is going to rescue them. The 
Sovereign Lord is going to save them. 

Not only would he restore them, he would make a covenant of 
peace with them, “establish them and multiply them, and set his 
sanctuary in their midst forever” (Ezek. 37:26). We can picture the 
joy of these people as they hear these words and realize they are 
not going to stay slaves forever. They are going to come back to 
their own land. Of course, when they came back to Jerusalem it 
wasn’t quite like they remembered it. Their enemies had destroyed 
Jerusalem. The Israelites spent a lot of time rebuilding it, but still 
they were in their own land. They were brought back to that Prom-
ised Land which the Lord God Almighty had given to their forefa-
thers. All that would be restored to them, to these who had forgot-
ten God and forsaken him, but God had not forgotten them nor 
forsaken them.

The Lord still does the same for you and me, his sheep today. At 
times people put the wrong emphasis on Jesus. As King, they look 
at him as one who is going to do away with all the earthly enemies 
and make earth a place like heaven. The emphasis on Christ the 
King as our Good Shepherd is a spiritual one. Our Good Shepherd 
has come to pay the price for our souls. Christ our King provides 
rest for us, because we are given forgiveness of sins. From time 
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to time as Jesus met with his disciples he had to settle some of 
their squabbles with each other. One time they wondered who was 
greatest in God’s kingdom. As they were jockeying for position, 
each one acted as though he was more important than the other, 
but the Lord reminded them that greatness is found in the one who 
is serving and doing the will of God. “For even the Son of Man did 
not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life as a ransom 
for many” (Mark 10:45). Jesus used himself as that example. Jesus’ 
emphasis and example was not to sit over them as a king, who just 
rules as a king, but a king who is a shepherd. This King, the Good 
Shepherd, is a servant of his heavenly Father. 

Christ our King is the Good Shepherd who saves us. He seeks 
us out from the millions of people in the world, and he finds us. 
By his grace Christ rescues us from hell. He saves us because he 
loves us. “God our Savior saved us, not because of righteous things 
we had done, but because of His mercy. He saved us through the 
washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit” (Tit. 3:5). 

And, he saves us now and forever. What a blessing, as we strug-
gle now and in the day of our death. Many people are struggling 
because they think life is unfair. Some are looking for more out of 
life. Others are overly concerned about the future. The Lord re-
minds us the future is certain for his sheep. He knows our name. 
He knows us! This also is part of God’s amazing grace. “I am the 
Good Shepherd; I know My sheep and My sheep know Me—just as 
the Father knows Me and I know the Father—and I lay down My 
life for the sheep” (John 10:14–15).

This is the Good Shepherd, this is Christ our King. He is not 
merely sitting on a throne while all of his servants carry out his ev-
ery whim. Christ our King is more than a king. He sits on his heav-
enly throne, but came down here to endure the throne of the cross 
as our Good Shepherd. He gave up his life for us. He searches us 
out, finds us and rescues us. David described this kind of shepherd: 
“He leads me beside quiet waters, He restores my soul. He guides 
me in paths of righteousness for His name’s sake” (Ps. 23:1–3).

What Does Ezekiel 37:24–28 Mean to Us?
1. “You who were once dead in trespasses and sins He now 

makes alive” (Eph. 2:1). God can make our dry bones come alive. 
Just as Judah is in exile, broken by sin—i.e., a pile of dry bones, 
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God alone can make them rejoin and experience oneness again. 
God did that in their return from exile. Sin separates us from God. 
In Christ we are reconciled (Eph. 2:14–15), now no longer strang-
ers without hope and without God (Eph. 2:11,16). The covenant of 
peace is one of reconciliation. Ezekiel’s trip through the cemetery 
of dry bones taught him a vital lesson. God can do the impossible. 
He can raise the dead. He can make dry bones receive flesh and 
come to life. 

God will keep his promises. Not even death can keep God from 
fulfilling each of his promises. He arose! He sits at the right hand 
of God, ruling and reigning today.

God is the God of eternal hope. When everything seems to be 
lost, there is hope in God. God wants us to know of his power. This 
dramatic event took place to illustrate to the world who God is. We 
cannot find comfort in God unless we understand what he can do. 
These truths are carried into the New Testament. God can do the 
impossible: he can forgive our sins through Jesus. He will keep his 
promises; not one promise made by him will be broken. He sur-
rounds us with hope. Under his care, even the darkest night turns 
to day. He wants everyone on earth to know what he can do! God 
is longsuffering. The fact that he waited so long to bring judgment 
shows his patient nature (see Rom. 2:3–4; 2 Pet. 3:9). One who ap-
pears spiritually dead can be raised by God (see John 5:24–27).

When the situation looked hopeless, Ezekiel allowed God to 
do his work before making a judgment. Many people in our world 
seem out of reach of the gospel, hopelessly dead in sin, but we must 
not underestimate the power of God’s word. God can make them 
live! The word of God has tremendous power (Rom. 1:16; 1 Cor. 
1:18). Let us avoid making judgments about who God can reach. 

2. “David My Servant” is King of kings (Rev. 19:7–16). “He was 
clothed with a robe dipped in blood and His name is the word of 
God.” We can’t miss who this is. He is not simply the king in the 
lineage of David, but King of Kings. We bow before him. If we 
took all the kings in all their grandeur, majesty and power, the 
imagery is, he is a king over all of them. His rule is extended in 
its majesty above every other one. There is no challenger. He is 
one whose lordship is so far above others there is no comparison. 
“King of kings and Lord of lords”— that is how he is introduced to 
us at his birth. “He will be great, and will be called the Son of the 
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Highest: and the Lord God will give Him the throne of His father 
David. And He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of 
His kingdom there will be no end” (Luke 1:32–33). Fast forward 
to the end of his life when he is called before Pilate and examined. 
What is the charge that Jews brought? “Are you the King of the 
Jews?” “For this cause I was born and for this cause I have come 
into the world, that I should bear witness to the truth. Everyone 
who is of truth hears My voice” (John. 18:33, 37). Here is the book-
end: at his birth he is announced as king, and when we see him 
crucified, we see Jesus the king. He is ruling. We either bow and 
obey, or we stand and resist! 

3. He is a humble King, “My Servant” the “Shepherd.” He leads 
and rules through persuasion not force. Shepherds put the flock 
before themselves. A shepherd does not live off the sheep; he lives 
for the sheep. If necessary he will lay down his life for them. Jesus 
willingly laid down his life for his sheep (John 10:15–18). Jesus died 
because he chose to. What can sheep do to make a shepherd lay 
down his life? When the wolves come, do the sheep get together 
and take a vote and go tell the shepherd, “We voted 25 to 2 that you 
die?” Do the sheep get together and send the shepherd a message 
saying, “If you don’t defend us we’re going to attack you ourselves”? 
There is nothing sheep can do to make a shepherd defend them. 
The only reason a shepherd will die for the sheep is if the shep-
herd values the sheep. It’s the shepherd’s choice. And, if the shep-
herd wants to desert the sheep that is his option. He can do that 
if he chooses. Jesus says, “I am the Good Shepherd, and I die for 
my sheep because I chose to. Because there is something inherent 
about my sheep that I deem precious and worth giving my blood 
for.” That makes me feel pretty good. No matter how dirty my wool, 
Jesus must think there’s something precious about me, because of 
the death he chose! In his humility he offered himself. 

Jesus said, “My Father loves Me, because I lay down My life that 
I may take it again… I have power to lay it down, and I have power 
to take it again. This command I have received from My Father” 
(John 10:17–18). Laying down your life for the sheep is a noble 
thing. If we read about a shepherd out on a hill and suddenly a bear 
appears and the shepherd dies defending his sheep we might say, 
“That’s noble, that’s very nice.” But, a dead shepherd is absolutely 
worthless to the sheep! It’s a nice thought, but that’s about all. A 
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dead shepherd spells nothing but disaster for the sheep. And so 
Jesus, the Good Shepherd said, “I take up My life again, and that is 
a mandate from the Father.” Otherwise the Good Shepherd would 
have become nothing but a beautiful memory. God didn’t send me 
here to become a beautiful memory. God sent me here to lay down 
my life, and then he gave me the authority to take up my life again, 
because only a living shepherd is good for the sheep. In his humil-
ity he willingly gave his life. 

Have you ever considered that we celebrate our Lord’s memo-
rial not on the day he laid down his life, but on the day he took it up 
again? That’s the day the sheep remember the Shepherd, because 
that’s the day the Shepherd stood by his sheep and defeated their 
enemy. Who did that? “My Servant David.”

4. Our Shepherd unites, “and they shall have one Shepherd…” 
Jesus didn’t come to divide; he came to unite. “And other sheep I 
have which are not of this fold; them also I must bring, and they 
will hear My voice; and there will be one flock and one Shepherd” 
(John 10:16). Jesus is saying, “I must bring together all My sheep, so 
that there will be one flock and that one flock has one Shepherd.” 
Jesus has sheep all over this world. For example, when Paul goes 
into the town of Corinth his first response there was to receive a 
lot of hassle from the people of the city. But, that night God spoke 
to him and God said, “Paul, I have many people in this city” (Acts 
18:10). Now, isn’t that interesting? Because Paul hadn’t converted 
many yet, but God says, “You stay with it Paul. You stay with it, be-
cause Paul, I’ve got people in this city.” Before a man ever set foot 
in Corinth Jesus said, “I’ve got sheep in that town, and we need to 
send a shepherd to that town to bring the sheep to know Me.” 

In every land and in every city there are people that Jesus said 
“will listen if they hear My voice.” Notice the only criteria for com-
ing together under the Shepherd is the Shepherd’s voice. It’s not if 
we all look alike, or talk alike. The basis for being one is, “Are we 
going to listen to the Shepherd’s voice?” (John 10:16). Jesus said, “I 
came, because I have sheep that will listen if they’ll just hear my 
voice, and I came to bring them together into one flock.”

5. The good Shepherd offers his sheep acceptance. It impresses 
me that the Good Shepherd calls his sheep by name. Jesus never 
says “Hey You.” Aren’t you glad? He calls his sheep by name. I won-
der if we really realize how well the shepherd knows us? You’re 
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not just a number, and you’re not just a member of a group. But 
he knows you by name. And if he knows you by name, then he 
knows everything about you. Yet, amazingly, he still calls. I mean, 
he knows every scar. He knows every place where the wool has 
gotten dirty and every wound in your life. He knows all about that, 
and he still calls you and says, “Come be a part of My flock.” The 
Good Shepherd offers acceptance.

6. The Good Shepherd offers his sheep assurance. Our Shep-
herd can deal with any wolf or any robber. The blessings of the 
Christian life don’t just include eternal security, but they include 
the experience of daily security now. We don’t have to walk around 
like a bunch of frightened little sheep saying, “Well, we know that 
someday in the great by and by we’ll have our piece of pie.” No, 
the Shepherd takes care of the sheep today. And, this assurance 
doesn’t just include protection from the wolves; it also involves 
confidence in the Shepherd’s intentions. Listen to Ezekiel: “I will 
make a covenant of peace with them, and it shall be an everlasting 
covenant with them; I will establish them and multiply them, and 
I will set My sanctuary in their midst forever. My tabernacle also 
shall be with them; indeed I will be their God, and they shall be 
My people” (37:26–27). Sometimes I hear people say, “Well, I need 
to do what Jesus says, because some day in the by and by I’ll go 
to heaven.” We need to do what Jesus says because the Shepherd 
knows what’s best for his sheep today. The sheep would come to 
the shepherd’s voice because they didn’t have to worry about the 
shepherd having bad intentions. They knew that every time they 
did what the shepherd said, it was because the shepherd wanted 
what was best for the sheep. 

Conclusion 
Those under the banner of the Davidic King will always enjoy 

peace and security. God will watch so that we need not fear. “My 
servant David” is a King who wants to rule my heart. He died, 
arose ,and ascended that his rule might be established. “My Ser-
vant David” is a Shepherd who wants to feed, lead, and guide. He 
died that I might live. He makes my dry bones alive. He is “King 
Most High!” He is also “The Loving Shepherd!” “My servant David” 
is King! He is in our midst! All nations must know Him!

What a King! We must see his love, mercy, goodness, grace, and 
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what he can do in our lives today and in the life to come. As a shep-
herd he leads us in paths of righteousness, defends us, and cares 
for us. He knows our name. Who would not submit to him? Our 
failure to submit is a failure to realize his love, mercy, and good-
ness. Will we hear his voice and follow him? “My sheep hear My 
voice, and I know them, and they follow Me” (John. 10:26). That is 
the determining factor whether we are in his flock and part of his 
kingdom. His voice is in his book. He calls us to follow him. Will 
we follow Jesus or the voice of a stranger? 
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The Shout of a King is Among Them

Sewell Hall

For several years our country has been seeking a solution to the 
problem of immigration. Our problems, however, are small com-
pared to those faced thousands of year ago by Balak, king of Moab. 
Massed on the border of his small country was a throng of two 
million people proposing to pass through his land. “And Moab 
was exceedingly afraid of the people because they were many, and 
Moab was sick with dread because of the children of Israel” (Num. 
22:3). So Balak the king sent for a soothsayer named Balaam to 
come and curse the invaders.

Balaam is difficult to classify. Though the Bible calls him a 
soothsayer (Josh. 13:22), yet he had remarkable communication 
with Jehovah and he delivered some of the most remarkable proph-
ecies in the Old Testament. God made it clear that he did not want 
Balaam to go to Moab to curse the Israelites because they were his 
people. Finally, however, God allowed him to go but only on the 
condition that he would say only what God put in his mouth.

Saying only what God put in his mouth, Balaam’s first effort 
at cursing Israel was a total failure; instead of cursing them he 
blessed them. Balak moved him to another location, hoping that 
a different view and additional sacrifices might produce the curse 
he desired. The result was even more disappointing. After calling 
upon Balak to listen, Balaam continued: 

God is not a man, that He should lie,
Nor a son of man, that He should repent.
Has He said, and will He not do it?
Or has He spoken, and will He not make it good 
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Behold, I have received a command to bless;
He has blessed, and I cannot reverse it.
He has not observed iniquity in Jacob,
Nor has He seen wickedness in Israel.
The Lord his God is with him,
And the shout of a King is among them.
God brings them out of Egypt;
He has strength like a wild ox. (Num. 23:19–22)

Balak must have been particularly puzzled by the observation 
that “the shout of a king is among them.” To Balak, they appeared 
to be just a disorganized host of people. “The shout of a king” could 
mean either the shout of an army as they catch sight of their king 
leading them into battle, or the shout of the king himself as he 
encourages and urges them on to victory. Balak could neither see a 
king nor hear a shout. But Balaam, “the man whose eyes are opened” 
(Num. 24:3), could see an invisible all-powerful king among them. 
How else could one explain their victory over the Egyptian army, 
perhaps the most powerful in the world at that time, or their rout 
of the forces of Sihon and Og that had been so recently defeated? 

What Balaam could not know was that this was only the begin-
ning. How else could one explain their crossing of Jericho in flood-
stage, their conquest of the walled city of Jericho, the sun standing 
still over Gibeon and moon in the valley of Aijalon, or a timely 
hailstorm that enabled Israel to defeat a much larger army? What 
else could explain the stars from their courses fighting against 
Sisera or the torrent of Kishon sweeping his army away? How oth-
erwise could three hundred men defeat an army as numerous as 
locusts, or one man cause the death of three thousand lords and 
ladies of the Philistines? Surely, though no king was visible, the 
shout of a king was among them!

Before leaving these words of Balaam, however, we should note 
one more point. Balaam observed that the shout of a king was 
among them because “He has not observed iniquity in Jacob, Nor 
has He seen wickedness in Israel” (Num. 23:21). When there was 
wickedness in Israel, their king was not with them. This was clearly 
demonstrated by a disastrous defeat they suffered at the hands of 
the Philistines in a period when they were notoriously wicked. 

First Samuel, chapter 4, describes such a battle, lost because 
their king was not with them. They thought he was. Having lost 
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4,000 men the previous day, they determined to have him among 
them the next day by bringing the ark, the symbol of his presence, 
onto the battlefield. 

And when the ark of the covenant of the Lord came into the camp, 
all Israel shouted so loudly that the earth shook. Now when the Phi-
listines heard the noise of the shout, they said, “What does the sound 
of this great shout in the camp of the Hebrews mean?” Then they 
understood that the ark of the Lord had come into the camp. So 
the Philistines were afraid, for they said, “God has come into the 
camp!” And they said, “Woe to us! For such a thing has never hap-
pened before. Woe to us! Who will deliver us from the hand of these 
mighty gods? These are the gods who struck the Egyptians with all 
the plagues in the wilderness. (1 Sam. 4:5–8). 

But alas, God was not with Israel and they suffered another 
disastrous defeat. He even allowed the ark to be captured by the 
enemy, proving that the presence of symbols does not assure 
God’s presence. They were defeated because of their sins; a holy 
God will not fight for unholy people. He never intended for the 
ark or the cross or any other symbol to be used as an amulet 
or lucky charm. This great invisible king is only with his people 
when they are with him. 

What Does this Mean to Us?
That invisible king who so often led those ancient armies to vic-

tory “became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, 
the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and 
truth” (John 1:14). In the flesh, he was always the dauntless sup-
porter of his followers in their times of need. When they were in 
danger from the elements, he relieved them by stilling the tempest 
(Matt. 8:23–27). When the Pharisees criticized them unjustly for 
plucking grain on the Sabbath (Matt. 12:1–8) and for not washing 
their hands before eating (Matt. 15:1–12), Jesus defended them and 
put their critics to flight. When Peter assured a tax collector that 
Jesus paid the temple tax, Jesus pointed out to him that he was 
really not subject to the tax, but then graciously covered Peter’s 
presumption by providing miraculously both for himself and for 
Peter (Matt. 17:24–27). When Jesus came down from the Mount of 
Transfiguration and found the scribes arguing with the disciples 
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because they could not cast out a demon, he relieved their embar-
rassment by doing what they had failed to do. And when Jesus was 
being arrested, he interceded for the disciples asking that they be 
allowed to “go away” (John 18:8). They depended on him continu-
ally for support. 

Little wonder, then, that the disciples were dismayed when he 
began to speak of leaving them (John 13:33–36). But he promised 
not to leave them orphans; he would come to them in the person 
of “another helper” (John 14:16–18). Though he was speaking par-
ticularly to his apostles on that occasion, his promise to be with 
his people through all time was repeated more than once with a 
broader application. “For where two or three are gathered together 
in My name, I am there in the midst of them” (Matt. 18:20). “Lo, I 
am with you always, even to the end of the age” (Matt. 28:20). “He 
Himself has said, ‘I will never leave you nor forsake you. So we 
may boldly say: ‘The Lord is my helper; I will not fear. What can 
man do to me’” (Heb. 13:5b-6). All of us as his disciples can say 
with Paul, “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me” 
(Phil. 4:13). Indeed, “the shout of a king is among us.” And how 
desperately we need him in view of the battles we must face! 

The Battle With Satan for Control of Society
Jesus called Satan “the ruler of this world” (John 16:11), and de-

cades later John wrote, “The whole world lies under the sway of the 
wicked one.” (1 John 5:19). If that was true then, it is still true to-
day. Our task is to turn those who are under Satan’s control “from 
darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to God, that they 
may receive forgiveness of sins and an inheritance among those 
who are sanctified.…” (Acts 26:18). 

This war with Satan has been in progress ever since the creation 
of man. From time to time we honor those who have fallen in the 
wars this country has faced, but I wonder how often we think of 
those who have fallen in the war with Satan. Jesus spoke of “all the 
righteous blood shed on the earth, from the blood of righteous 
Abel to the blood of Zechariah, son of Berechiah” (Matt. 23:35). 
After the death and resurrection of Jesus, Satan waged special war-
fare against the servants of Jesus who were determined to spread 
the gospel which he recognized as God’s power to save the world 
(Rom.1:16). John “saw under the altar the souls of those who had 
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been slain for the word of God and for the testimony which they 
held” (Rev. 6:9). When they pled for the avenging of their blood 
they were told to “rest a little while longer, until both the number 
of their fellow servants and their brethren, who would be killed 
as they were, was completed” (Rev. 6:11). Our responsibility is to 
continue the fight regardless of the cost. 

We might hope for victories using our own devices if our foes 
were human. However, “We do not wrestle against flesh and blood, 
but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the 
darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the 
heavenly places” (Eph. 6:12). And “the weapons of our warfare are 
not carnal but mighty in God for pulling down strongholds, cast-
ing down arguments and every high thing that exalts itself against 
the knowledge of God, bringing every thought into captivity to the 
obedience of Christ” (2 Cor. 10:4–5).

Using those spiritual weapons, those early Christian warriors 
achieved remarkable victories. In just one generation, and in spite 
of the opposition of Satan, the gospel went forth into all the world, 
and was “constantly bearing fruit and increasing” (Col. 1:6 NASB). 
The pagan world was shaken to its roots, and to a remarkable de-
gree faith in idols was replaced with faith in Jesus Christ. Satan 
was obviously losing. “And they overcame him by the blood of the 
Lamb and by the word of their testimony, and they did not love 
their lives to the death” (Rev. 12:11). 

The responsibility for pursuing this battle has come down to 
us. How is the battle going in our time? I do not like to be pes-
simistic, but I must tell you that as I look back over my lifetime, it 
appears that Satan is winning in our society. When I was born, al-
coholic beverages were not only illegal, they were unconstitutional. 
A constitutional amendment in 1933 removed those restrictions, 
and now alcohol is a twenty-four billion dollar a year business and 
it is responsible for 80,000 annual deaths. In the early twentieth 
century, gambling was illegal in all states but now there is only one 
state that does not permit gambling in some form, and many states 
sponsor it as a source of revenue. In the early twentieth century, all 
states required a cause for divorce, but now every state allows no-
fault divorce with the result that the divorce rate has multiplied. 

Satan’s victories in the last fifty years have been especially 
impressive. Before 1963 abortion was illegal in all states, but 
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since the Roe v. Wade decision in 1973, an estimated fifty mil-
lion abortions have been performed in the United States. In 1962 
fornication was illegal in sixteen states, but all such laws have 
now been repealed and the result is that in the last census more 
than 7,000,000 people were living together in this country with-
out marriage. And what shall we say of the avalanche of support 
that has developed for homosexuality? Do you realize that before 
1962 homosexual relations were punishable by law in every state 
in the union? Now, fifty years later, all laws against it have been 
declared unconstitutional and what is called homosexual mar-
riage is being legalized in state after state. 

An African recently wrote:

A century or two ago, Christian missionaries came from the West 
and taught us the Bible. It was the West, through its Christian mis-
sionaries who taught us decency and propriety but now Western 
society is walking around half naked. It was the missionaries who 
taught us that marriage comprised one man and one woman for life, 
but now their own kith and kin are totally defacing this concept. It 
was the missionaries from the West who stopped us from sacrificing 
our babies but now millions of babies are being slaughtered in the 
West in their mother’s wombs. As for tattooing, don’t even talk about 
it. (www.conradmbewe.com)

And what is so-called Christendom doing to stem the tide? 
Comparatively little. In fact, some of the most popular denomina-
tions have almost completely capitulated to the forces of secular-
ism, “having a form of godliness but denying its power” (2 Tim. 
3:5). Some more conservative groups are very passionate in their 
profession of faith and emotional in their praise of Jesus, but all 
too often this does not translate into morality or into an effort to 
follow biblical teaching. Satan has used the multiplying channels 
of communication to disseminate every form of false doctrine and 
religious error. The news media increasingly represent Islam and 
other religions as equal with Christianity; and persecution seems 
likely in the near future for those who argue otherwise. Among the 
general population, God’s name is pronounced far more often in 
profanity than in praise. 

Even the army of the Lord has suffered major defections every 
two or three generations. Like Demas of old, many have forsaken 
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the Lord, “having loved this present world” (2 Tim. 4:10). Company 
after company of the Lord’s troops, like Hymenaeus and Philetus, 
“have strayed concerning the truth” (2 Tim. 2:17–18), while others 
like the Ephesian Christians have simply left their first love (Rev. 
2:4). To our eyes, at least, it appears that there remains only a small 
and tattered remnant of that once invincible army. 

What hope is there for victory against a foe that is racking up 
such victories? The books of the New Testament resound with as-
surances that our King will triumph over all his foes. The book 
of Revelation especially promises victory for those who are faith-
ful to him. And true believers remain confident of Satan’s defeat. 
Satan may continue winning some battles, but he has already lost 
the war. “And this is the victory that has overcome the world—our 
faith” (1 John 5:4). 

By the eye of faith we see what John saw— 

… heaven opened, and behold, a white horse. And He who sat on him 
was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He judges and 
makes war. His eyes were like a flame of fire, and on His head were 
many crowns. He had a name written that no one knew except Him-
self. He was clothed with a robe dipped in blood, and His name is 
called The Word of God. And the armies in heaven, clothed in fine 
linen, white and clean, followed Him on white horses. Now out of His 
mouth goes a sharp sword, that with it He should strike the nations. 
And He Himself will rule them with a rod of iron. He Himself treads 
the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God. And He 
has on His robe and on His thigh a name written: king of kings 
and lord of lords. (Rev. 19:11–16)

“And the devil…was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone 
where the beast and the false prophet are. And they will be tor-
mented day and night forever and ever” (Rev. 20:10).

The ear of faith hears “The Shout of a King” among us. “Be of 
good cheer, I have overcome the world” (John 16:33).

Did we in our own strength confide, our striving would be losing; 
Were not the right Man on our side, the Man of God’s own choosing: 
Dost ask who that may be? Christ Jesus, it is He; 
Lord Sabaoth, His Name, from age to age the same, 
And He must win the battle. (Martin Luther)
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Our Battle with the Flesh for Control of our Lives
While it is proper to think of the church as a mighty army led 

by a conquering king whose victory over Satan and his army is cer-
tain, we must not overlook the “one on one” battles that we must 
fight in our own personal lives against Satan. Victory in these 
battles is not certain—it depends on choices that we make. These 
personal battles are the ones that are most difficult for us and most 
significant for our eternal well-being. 

God made our spirit in his image. However, that spirit dwells 
within a body of flesh. The body has special needs and God has 
equipped our body with appetites that will assure the satisfaction 
of those needs. Our body needs food and drink, warmth from the 
cold and shade from the sun, for example, and it has other require-
ments that must be satisfied for survival and procreation. Our body 
needs material things such as clothing and shelter and God has giv-
en us an eye for beauty that prefers that these be attractive. Finally 
he has given us a sense of self-respect that makes it possible for us 
to function in a social setting. As long as these human desires are 
controlled by a godly spirit we are what God created us to be. 

Satan, however, intends to destroy every soldier in God’s army, 
and his plan is to inflame those fleshly appetites until they become 
not our servants but our masters. We see his method at work in 
the temptation of our mother Eve. There was but one way she 
could sin in the garden where God placed her, and that was by eat-
ing of the tree of knowledge of good and evil. He approached her 
with the observation that the tree was good for food, beautiful to 
the eye, and desired to make one wise like God. Those legitimate 
appetites that God had given her became so strong that they over-
powered her spirit which should have controlled her, and when she 
ate Satan had captured a servant of God. In that same way he has 
tempted every one of us so that all have sinned and come short of 
the glory of God (Rom. 3:23). 

The Holy Spirit explains it this way: “For the flesh lusts against 
the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; and these are contrary 
to one another, so that you do not do the things that you wish” 
(Gal. 5:17). 

All of us have been conscious on occasions of that battle taking 
place within us. Something we see or hear or smell or feel or taste 
stirs desires for something we know is wrong, but another force 
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within us resists and urges us not to respond to those desires. It 
becomes a battle that may bring considerable vacillation over an 
extended period of time. 

As time has gone on, Satan has utilized every avenue of com-
munication for his purposes also. In centuries past, many people 
lived isolated lives. Now we are surrounded by multitudes of peo-
ple, many of whom are Satan’s agents through whom he entices us 
to sin. Before the printing press, reading material was scarce; now 
books of all kinds and slick colorful magazines are everywhere 
tempting us with words that introduce to us enticing thoughts and 
pictures that inflame our appetites for things forbidden. And that 
is only the beginning. Think how Satan uses movies, TV, the inter-
net, the telephone, and even billboards for his purposes so that we 
are constantly bombarded with stimuli to sin.

We have earlier cited the increase in the prevalence of sin in our 
society. One of the dangers of emphasizing these developments 
is to leave us with the thought that we simply cannot resist. As 
Satan’s influence increases and as he seems to gain victory after 
victory, we may feel so overwhelmed that we are tempted just to 
give up the fight. Surely all of us have identified with the words of 
Paul in Romans 7:18–24:

For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh) nothing good dwells; for to 
will is present with me, but how to perform what is good I do not find. 
For the good that I will to do, I do not do; but the evil I will not to do, 
that I practice. Now if I do what I will not to do, it is no longer I who 
do it, but sin that dwells in me. I find then a law, that evil is present 
with me, the one who wills to do good. For I delight in the law of God 
according to the inward man. But I see another law in my members, 
warring against the law of my mind, and bringing me into captivity 
to the law of sin which is in my members. O wretched man that I am! 
Who will deliver me from this body of death?” 

But we must not give up “For to set the mind on the flesh is 
death” (Rom. 8:6). And there is no need to give up. Having asked 
the question: “Who shall deliver me?” Paul caught sight of the king, 
and gave a shout that answered his own question: “I thank God—
through Jesus Christ our Lord!” 

Truly, “the shout of a king” is among us. This divine invisible 
king became a man so that he could be “tempted in all points as we 
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are” (Heb. 4:15), “For in that He Himself has suffered, being tempt-
ed, He is able to aid those who are tempted” (Heb. 2:18). “Therefore 
He is also able to save to the uttermost those who come to God 
through Him, since He always lives to make intercession for them” 
(Heb. 7:25). “The Lord is faithful, who will establish you and guard 
you from the evil one” (2 Thess. 3:3).

The surest path to defeat by Satan is to lose sight of Jesus. When 
Peter was aware of Jesus, he walked on water, but when he looked 
away he began to sink. When he was with Jesus he made bold con-
fessions of his faith, but when he lost sight of Jesus he denied with 
an oath that he knew him. Jesus, however, was fully aware of Pe-
ter’s temptation. He had prayed for him that his faith might not 
fail, and that when he was restored he would strengthen his breth-
ren (Luke 21:31–32). When there was opportunity Jesus looked at 
him and, at last, when Peter’s eyes met the Master’s, “Peter went 
out and wept bitterly” (Luke 22:61–62). The prayer of the Lord was 
answered. 

In the hour of trial, Jesus, plead for me, 
Lest by base denial I depart from Thee. 
When Thou seest me waver, with a look recall, 
Nor for fear or favor suffer me to fall. (James Montgomery)

The Battle with Death for Eternal Life
Death is the one event faced by all mankind. Only two have 

escaped. Someone has observed that the fifth chapter of Genesis 
reads like a funeral march with the age of each man given, punctu-
ated by the repeated beat of a drum “and he died…and he died…
and he died.” This beat has gone on through a thousand genera-
tions, and still the beat goes on. As David said, “there is but a step 
between me and death” (1 Sam. 20:3). David was facing a special 
crisis when he made that statement, but it is true of all of us—that 
there is but a step between us and death. When we face death, 
whether our own death or that of a loved one, the great question is, 
“What next?” The last words of Henry Ward Beecher were, “Now 
comes the mystery.”

Where can we turn for answers? According to Richard Schiff-
man in Science Now (June 2013), “a new study suggests that people 
in stressful situations don’t always turn to a higher power. Some-
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times, they turn to science.” And what does science offer? Science 
may explain the phenomenon of death, but beyond that it can offer 
nothing but a large question mark. 

Robert Ingersoll, who travelled the country ridiculing God and 
religion, acknowledged the absolute failure of human wisdom to 
know the future. In his eloquent address at his brother’s grave he 
said, “Life is a narrow vale between the cold and barren peaks of 
two eternities. We strive in vain to look beyond the heights. We cry 
aloud, and the only answer is the echo of our wailing cry. From the 
voiceless lips of the unreplying dead there comes no word.” Later 
he spoke of a star of hope, but he admitted that he had no other 
reason for hope than his love for his brother. But if mere love could 
not keep his brother from dying, what could it do for him after he 
was dead? 

For the believer, however, it is different. His hope is based not 
on the mere emotion of love, but on the firm foundation of faith—
not a blind superstitious faith, but a faith based on the strongest 
possible evidence—the resurrection of Jesus Christ. “But now 
Christ is risen from the dead, and has become the firstfruits of 
those who have fallen asleep. For since by man came death, by 
Man also came the resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam all die, 
even so in Christ all shall be made alive” (1 Cor. 15:20–22). Paul’s 
argument in that great chapter closes with the shout of a king. “O 
Death, where is your sting? O Hades, where is your victory? The 
sting of death is sin, and the strength of sin is the law. But thanks 
be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ” 
(1 Cor. 15:55–57).

One day in the future the whole world will hear that shout of a 
king. “For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, 
with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And 
the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive and remain 
shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the 
Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord. There-
fore comfort one another with these words” (1 Thess. 4:16–18).

When Jesus stood at Lazarus’ tomb
And none believed He had the power
Despite their grief and their disbelief,
He commanded, “Take away the stone.”
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When Jesus lay in Joseph’s tomb
And none believed He had the power,
True Love spoke forth in a Father’s voice,
And the angel took away the stone. 

When I shall lie within my tomb
And none believe He has the power,
The Lord Himself will descend from heaven 
With a shout, to take away the stone. (Richard Morrison and Gary 
Box)

Conclusion
In our battle with Satan, with the flesh and with death, “in all 

these things we are more than conquerors through Him who loved 
us” (Rom. 8:37). 

Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, to God who alone is 
wise, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen. (1 Tim. 1:17)
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Give Us a King

Daniel W. Petty

Now appoint a king for us to judge us like all the nations.  
(1 Sam. 8:1–5)

Why Israel Wanted a King
The insistence of the elders that Israel be given a king “like all the 
nations” begins a new chapter in the history of Israel. The be-
ginning of the monarchy meant that Israel would no longer be a 
confederation of tribes. Israel had become a kingdom. There were 
probably multiple causes for the people’s sudden passion for estab-
lishing a monarchy. 

The failure of Samuel’s sons. Clearly the immediate reason for 
their demand was the failure of Samuel’s sons to judge in such a 
way as to instill confidence among the people. Their corruption 
and the fact that they did not walk in the ways of Samuel are cited 
by the elders as the basis of their demand. But the situation in Is-
rael that led to this sense of urgency goes deeper than the corrup-
tion of Samuel’s sons. 

Conditions under the judges. The period of the judges refers 
to the time between the settlement of the tribes of Israel in the 
land of Canaan and the establishment of the monarchy. During 
this time the twelve tribes were ruled by judges, that is, leaders 
appointed by God to deliver the people from some oppressor, as 
described in Judges 2:16–18: “Then the Lord raised up judges who 
delivered them from the hands of those who plundered them.” 
These judges were not self-appointed leaders or rulers chosen by 
the people. They were appointed by God himself. This was the per-
spective consistently taken toward the period; these were the days 
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when God “commanded judges to be over [His] people Israel” (2 
Sam. 7:11; cf. Ruth 1:1; 2 Kings 23:22).

The times of the judges were times of recurring apostasy and 
oppression. The cycle is familiar to most Bible students. When Is-
rael, influenced by the temptations of the surrounding religious 
culture, turned away from God, he would hand them over to their 
enemies. The ensuing oppression would increase until it would 
become almost unbearable, finally leading the people to cry out 
in desperation to God. In time, God would raise up a judge who 
would deliver Israel from their oppressors, and a time of peace and 
prosperity would settle in. This would only continue until, once 
again, the people would begin to turn away from God, thus start-
ing the cycle over again (Judg. 2:11–23). 

Not only was the time of the judges a time of apostasy and op-
pression, it was also a time of relative lawlessness. The Book of 
Judges states more than once that “in those days there was no king” 
and on two occasions adds that “every man did what was right in 
his own eyes” (17:6; 18:1; 19:1; 21:25).

The Philistine threat. The early chapters of 1 Samuel should also 
be seen as an important backdrop to Israel’s demand for a king 
(Kaiser 204–207). The Philistines were a continuing threat to Is-
rael, in spite of Samson’s efforts to deliver the nation from their 
oppression. Israel had suffered a devastating defeat at the hands 
of the Philistines at Aphek (1 Sam. 4:1–2). In the aftermath of the 
initial battle, the Israelites had brought the Ark of the Covenant 
from Shiloh, hoping that Yahweh’s presence would guarantee 
them victory. But it did not. Hophni and Phineas, the sons of Eli 
who carried the ark, were killed, and the Philistines took away the 
Ark of the Covenant. The Philistines captured and occupied the 
land, and Shiloh was left in ruins. The capture and devastation of 
the site of the tabernacle and the ark was a catastrophe that would 
be remembered by the prophet Jeremiah four hundred years later, 
when he declared, “This house will be like Shiloh, and this city will 
be desolate, without inhabitant” (Jer. 7:12–14; 26:6–9). 

The ark was eventually returned to Israel (1 Sam. 7:1). There 
was a time of repentance in the land, after which Israel defeated 
the Philistines in a battle at Mizpeh (1 Sam. 7:3–11). The vic-
tory was commemorated when Samuel set up a stone and called 
it Ebenezer, saying, “Thus far the Lord has helped us” (1 Sam. 
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7:12–14). The end of 1 Samuel 7 tells us that the Philistines were 
subdued during the remaining days of Samuel.

But the Philistine threat continued to be a real and present con-
cern. The Philistines had garrisons in Israelite territory, such as 
those reported in the territory of Benjamin (1 Sam. 10:5; 13:3, 23). 
Their continuing oppression of Israel is also evident in their forbid-
ding the Israelites to have blacksmiths in the land, forcing them 
to take their plowshares and other farm implements to the Philis-
tines, “lest the Hebrews make swords or spears” (1 Sam. 13:19–23).

The Philistines were not the only neighboring power that con-
tinued to pose a threat to the Israelites. Nahash the Ammonite 
besieged Jabesh-Gilead, threatening the security of Israel (1 Sam. 
11:1f). In fact, it was Saul’s eventual defeat of the Ammonites that 
helped solidify his kingship (vv. 11–15). Much of the early success 
of King Saul was measured in terms of his defeat of “all his en-
emies on every side”—including Moab, Ammon, Edom, the kings 
of Zobah, the Philistines, and the Amelekites (1 Sam. 14:47–48).

Surely the continuing threat from Israel’s enemies heightened 
the concerns of Israel’s elders who demanded, “Give us a king like 
all the nations.”

The desire to be like the other nations. To these circumstances 
we must reckon with the fact that, at some level, the elders of Israel 
desired to be like the other nations. One of the realities was that 
kingship was commonly practiced among Israel’s neighbors (Josh. 
5:1; 9:1–2; 10:5; Judg. 3:12; etc.). Given this fact, “it is perhaps less 
surprising that Israel should seek a king than that she resisted do-
ing so for so long” (Provon, Long, and Longman 207).

God the “Great King”
The Lord shall rule over you. (Judg. 8:23)

Israel was from its beginning a tribal confederacy bound to-
gether by its allegiance to Yahweh. A fundamental tenet of the 
Old Testament is that God himself is the “Great King” (Mal. 4:14; 
cf. Num. 23:21; 1 Sam. 12:12). The demand for a king in Israel 
actually goes back to Gideon’s day in the time of the judges. At 
that time the men of Israel turned to Gideon and his family and 
asked that he rule over them as their king. But Gideon’s refusal of 
power reflects the understanding that God is the King: “I will not 
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rule over you, nor shall my son rule over you; the Lord shall rule 
over you” (Judg. 8:22–23).

When the elders of Israel demanded that Samuel appoint a king, 
Samuel was displeased. His displeasure seems to be based on a 
sense that they were personally rejecting him and his leadership, 
but the Lord said to Samuel, “Listen to the voice of the people in 
regard to all that they say to you, for they have not rejected you, 
but they have rejected Me from being king over them. Like all the 
deeds which they have done since the day that I brought them up 
from Egypt even to this day—in that they have forsaken Me and 
served other gods—so they are doing to you also” (1 Sam. 8:6–8).

God’s View of the Kingship
…you shall surely set a king over you whom the Lord your God 
chooses…. (Deut. 17:15)

God said they had rejected him from being their king. Yet the 
Old Testament anticipated that human kingship would be part of 
Israel’s future. God said to the patriarchs that “kings will come 
forth from you” (Gen. 17:6, 16; 35:11). Jacob’s prophecy concern-
ing his sons included the word that “The scepter shall not depart 
from Judah, Nor the ruler’s staff from between his feet Until Shiloh 
comes, And to him shall be the obedience of the peoples” (Gen. 
49:10). Balaam by the Spirit said of Israel, “And his king shall be 
higher than Agag, And his kingdom shall be exalted… A star shall 
come from Jacob, and a scepter shall rise from Israel… One from 
Jacob shall have dominion….” (Num. 24:7, 17–19).

When Israel was about to cross over the Jordan from the land 
of Moab to possess the Promised Land, Moses foresaw that they 
would someday set a king over themselves—a king that God him-
self would choose—and then set forth his expectations for the king 
and what the future king should do. Moses showed the Israelites 
the form the kingship was to take (Deut. 17:14–20).

Moses assumed that Israel, once they had settled in Canaan, 
would want to have a king like other nations. Israel must not, how-
ever, lose sight of the distinction between themselves and other 
nations. Undoubtedly Moses and Samuel both were well aware 
of the dangers of secular kingship as seen among the Canaanites 
(Thompson 205). Because God is Israel’s king, only a king through 

36	 	 Daniel W. Petty

FC Lectures 2014.indd   36 12/11/2013   4:06:39 PM



whom the Lord himself rules his people must reign in Israel. So the 
first stipulation is that the king must be appointed by God himself 
(v. 15). This is what took place in the case of Saul (1 Sam. 9), David 
(1 Sam. 16), and David descendants. Furthermore, the king must 
be an Israelite, not a foreigner.

Three things the king should not do: acquire many horses, many 
wives, or much silver and gold (vv. 16–17)—standard features of 
monarchies of surrounding nations. “Military aggrandizement, a 
large harem, and the amassing of wealth were typical of Eastern 
potentates long before Moses’ day” (Thompson 205). Such would 
cause the king to be filled with pride. The acquiring of many horses 
refers to the building up of excessive military strength. Israel and 
its king must trust in the Lord, rather than in horses and chariots 
(cf. Pss. 20:7; 33:16–17; 147:10).

The first Israelite king to move in this direction was Solomon, 
who obtained horses from Egypt (1 Kings 10:28–29), but others 
soon followed suit. Israel’s king must always remember its unique 
position as God’s covenant people, an awareness that should guide 
his foreign policy. Thus Isaiah warned against trusting in an alli-
ance with Egypt and its horses (30:16; 31:1–2). The king should not 
multiply wives for himself “lest his heart turn away” (v. 17). The 
example of Solomon shows the importance of this stipulation (1 
Kings 11:1f). The king must not amass silver and gold, nor seek the 
luxury that such wealth represents (Isa. 2:7).

To these prohibitions is added the fundamental requirement 
that the king must keep the law. He is to have a copy of the law 
written on a scroll and he is to keep it at his disposal and he is to 
read it “all the days of his life” (vv. 18–20). By so doing he will learn 
to fear the Lord and to follow carefully the words of the law. David 
Payne observes that the fact that the king is to “write for himself” 
a copy of the law may suggest a focused attention that would im-
print its words on his mind and help him commit them to memory 
(106–07). The purpose and result of his study of the law is “that his 
heart may not be lifted up above his countrymen” (v. 20). “Without 
the fear of the Lord, the ruler will fall into pride…and presumption, 
forgetting that his subject is his brother, and thus, in the spirit of 
paganism, disdain him and trample his rights….” (Ridderbos 201). 
The reward of being guided by God’s law is that his kingship will 
be confirmed for himself and his descendants—“in order that he 
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and his sons may continue long in his kingdom in the midst of 
Israel” (v. 20). J. A. Thompson well summarized the importance of 
this stipulation:

Moses may well have indicated that, when in due course Israel had 
a monarch, it would be obligatory for him to have a copy of the law 
for his own private study. Deuteronomy itself represented the law. 
The official copy was in charge of the Levitical priests, and from 
this the king could have a copy prepared. Only the study of this law 
could preserve him from the temptations which beset a king. Mili-
tary aggrandizement, an enlarged harem and the pursuit of wealth 
would turn his heart away from Yahweh and His commandments 
and cause him to lift up his heart above his brethren. On the other 
hand, to follow the law of Yahweh was to follow an austere and holy 
way, and few kings in Israel were prepared for such a life. The re-
sult was that, whereas any one of Israel’s kings, by being obedient 
to God’s law, might continue long his kingdom, he and his children, 
enjoying the blessings of the covenant, most of them suffered the 
judgment of God either at the hands of foreign kings or through 
internal rebellions. (206)

Samuel’s Warning: The Ways of the King
Then you will cry out in that day because of your king whom you have 
chosen for yourselves, but the Lord will not answer you in that day. 
(1 Sam. 8:18)

If Moses’ instructions in Deuteronomy 17 represent what the 
king should and should not do, Samuel’s warning in 1 Samuel 8 
offers a realistic picture of the way the king will likely conduct 
himself. The description of the king’s ways that Samuel gives the 
people resembles those of ancient Eastern monarchs (Gordon 110; 
Mendelsohn 18). A king who intervenes in the private affairs of his 
subjects and assumes the right to dispose of fields, cattle, servants, 
even sons and daughters, really is a ruler “like all the nations” 
(Hertzberg 73). The monarchy will mean the conscription of the 
young men for military duties, confiscation of property, exacting 
of harvest tithes, and exacting of tithes of flocks. Samuel’s message 
to the people was not only a warning, but also a prediction of the 
ways of future kings.

The acquisition of chariots would become prominent in Solo-
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mon’s reign (1 Kings 4:26; 10:26–29). The use of runners to “run 
before his chariots” (v. 11) not only referred to bodyguards, as in 
the case of the guards of Saul (1 Sam. 22:17), Rehoboam (1 Kings 
14:27f), and Jehu (2 Kings 10:25), but sometimes to a common 
display of vanity by ambitious young charioteers as illustrated 
by Absalom (2 Sam. 15:1) and Adonijah (1 Kings 1:5). The prac-
tice of confiscating private property and then giving it in fief to 
servants of the royal house may be the basis for Saul’s plea for 
loyalty among his servants in 1 Samuel 22:7. Solomon’s practice 
of levying forced laborers from Israel to build the temple (1 Kings 
5:13f) fulfilled the warning, “you yourselves will become his ser-
vants” (v. 17).

Samuel’s warning provides a comprehensive description of the 
king the elders demanded. It brings to mind the adage, “Be care-
ful what you ask for!” By its very nature the office of king, with its 
dynastic succession, would offer greater potential for the danger-
ous abuse of power than would the office of judges. Samuel added 
that there would be no divine deliverance from the oppressive cir-
cumstance into which Israel would likely be led by the king (v. 18). 
These would be the consequences they must be prepared to accept 
if they insist on having a king like all the nations.

The King as a Type of the Messiah
In spite of the fact that there were dangers inherent in Israel’s 

demands for a king—dangers to which Samuel attempted to call 
their attention, those dangers were less in the idea of a king than 
in how the kings would actually use—or misuse—their power. As 
we have noted, God had planned for the establishment of a king in 
Israel, and Moses had instructed Israel in the conduct of the king 
as God intended. However, this ideal image of God’s king would 
seldom be attained in reality. And that is what Samuel’s warnings 
were all about. Whenever the kings of Israel and Judah did ap-
proach the ideal of God’s intentions, not only did the nation pros-
per, but God’s higher purposes for the nation were realized.

Kings such as David, the “man after God’s own heart,” prayer-
ful King Hezekiah, and Josiah the reforming king approached the 
ideal of the kind of king God intended. Of David the text says, 
“And David realized that the Lord had established him as king 
over Israel, and that He had exalted his kingdom for the sake of 
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Indiana, Missouri, and Kentucky. He has held gospel meetings and 
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serves as an elder. His articles have been published in several 
gospel journals. Dan is a member of the American Society of 
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joined the faculty at FC in 1989 to teach Bible and history. He 
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been the chair of the Biblical Studies department from 2001 to 
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numerous articles in chemistry 
and mining-related journals, and 
he co-authored The Spectrum 
Chemistry, a textbook for high 
schoolers. He holds membership in 
the American Chemistry Society. 

Brother Wilemon has also 
preached the gospel for the past 
eighteen years, working with the 
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